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SUBJECT; US INVOLVEMENT IN SIBERIAN RAIL PROJECT 
REF: MOSCOW 5676 

PROPOSED BAI KAL-AMUR RAIL LINE OBVIOUSLY HAS STRATEGIC 
IMPLICATIONS OF DIFFERENT ORDER FROM TYUMEN OIL PIPELINE. 
USG IS NOT, OF COURSE, IN POSITION TO CONTROL EXPLORATORY 
DISCUSSIONS BY US FIRMS, BUT GIVEN CAUTIOUS JAPANESE 
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LINE THEMSELVES, AND OTHER UNCERTAINTIES SURROUNDING 
PROJECT, WE DOUBT AMERICAN FIRMS WILL BECOME SUFFICIENT- 
LY INTERESTED TO BE ALARMING TO CHINESE. NEVERTHELESS, 

SHOULD ISSUE ARISE IN DISCUSSIONS WITH US BUSINESSMEN OR 
LOCAL CONTACTS, EMBASSY SHOULD AVOID GIVING ANY ENCOURAGE- 
MENT TO IDEA THAT USG MIGHT PARTICIPATE IN RAILROAD PRO- 
JECT IN ANY FASHION. RUSH 
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